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BEFORE YOU LAND

S0 you're going to Rajasthan.

Good — you've chosen the India most people picture when they close their
eyes: forts on crags, lakes with palaces floating in them, a desert that goes gold
at five o'clock. All of it is real. What the postcards don't tell you is that none of
it is one place. Rajasthan is a federation of old kingdoms wearing one modern
name, and every city in this book was once a capital with its own throne, its

own boast and its own answer to history.

That's how this book works. It is not seven guides stapled together — it is one
journey, told in seven movements around the classic ring, with the roads
between them written in. Read the prologue on the plane: it hands you the
single thread that makes every fort, lake and lane on this trip make sense.
Then travel the movements in any order, in any number. Two cities still make a

whole story. Seven make an epic.

How this book differs from the City Editions

Each of the seven stops has its own 32-page City Edition with the full depth
— every sight ranked, every plan, the complete Shot List. This book is the
journey itself: the one story that connects them, with each city distilled to
what matters on the ring, and the roads between them written in.



RAJASTHAN IN 60 SECONDS

Rajasthan was never one kingdom. It is nearly
two dozen of them, stitched into one state in
living memory — and every city keeps its old
crown's character.

India's largest state by area holds the Thar desert, the ancient Aravalli hills,
tiger jungle, sacred lakes and what may be the densest concentration of forts
and palaces anywhere. The ring road through its seven great stops is among
the world's classic journeys. Give it ten to fourteen days for the full circle — or

take any arc of it, because every stop was built to stand alone.

STITCHED THE SCALE

1949 No.1

nearly two dozen princely states India's largest state by area — bigger
folded into one, final shape by 1956 than many countries

GIVE IT BEST TIME

10-14 days Oct - Mar

for the full ring; any arc of it stands the whole state agrees on winter

alone



* The PrOIOgue The Land of Kings

One thread runs through everything you are about to see. Hold it, and seven cities
become one story.

| THE CLANS

The Rajputs — 'sons of kings' — emerge into history early in the medieval period as
warrior clans with magnificent origin stories: some counted descent from the sun,
some from the moon, some, the bards sang, from a great fire-born sacrifice at
Mount Abu. Tradition numbers thirty-six royal lineages. What is certain is what they
built: by the time Europe was raising its first great cathedrals, these clans were

raising forts on every defensible rock in this land.

[l THE MAP OF HOUSES

By the sixteenth century the land had settled into a map of rival kingdoms, and this
book visits the great ones: the Kachwahas at Amber (later Jaipur), the Rathores of
Marwar at Jodhpur — with a restless younger son founding Bikaner — the Bhattis
out in the desert at Jaisalmer, and the proudest of them all, the Sisodias of Mewar
at Chittorgarh and then Udaipur. They fought each other constantly. They married

each other constantly. Every fort you'll enter was built with the neighbours in mind.



THE PROLOGUE - CONTINUED

[II THE QUESTION

Then the question arrived that would define them all: the Mughal empire — richer,
larger and better organised than any single kingdom. Every court had to answer it.
Amber allied, sending its princesses to the imperial household and its generals to
the imperial wars, and grew rich. Bikaner served and signed. Jaisalmer made terms
and kept trading. Marwar bent, broke, and fought back. And Mewar refused —
chose fire over homage, fought from the hills, and became the legend every other
house measured itself against. Remember this page: every city on your route is one

of these answers, built in stone.

[V THE DESERT'S ECONOMY

Through it all ran the caravans. The Thar was not empty — it was a highway: silk,
spices, indigo and opium moving between Central Asia and the sea, taxed at every
kingdom's gates. That revenue built the havelis of Jaisalmer and Bikaner and fed
the rise of the Marwari merchant families who followed the routes outward and
became, in time, one of the world's great business communities. In Rajasthan, even
the sand paid rent.



