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PUSHKAR
The Holy Lake

N o .  0 5  —  R A J A S T H A N  C O L L E C T I O N  ·  3 2  PA G E S



I N  6 0  S E C O N D S

The story goes that a lotus fell from Brahma's
hand, and where its petals touched the desert,
water rose — Pushkar has been holy for about
as long as anyone can say.
One small sacred lake, 52 bathing ghats, the foremost of the few temples

anywhere with Brahma at the centre, and — since the 1970s — one of India's

great traveler towns folded gently over the pilgrim one. Pushkar is tiny —

21,626 people at the 2011 Census — meatless and dry, and best taken slowly:

one sunrise on a hilltop, one aarti at the water, one plate of malpua. A day or

two is enough; some people are still here from 2009.

T H E  T O W N

21,626
Census 2011 — one of India's oldest

living pilgrimage sites, and smaller

than it sounds

B E S T  T I M E

Oct – Mar
the Camel Fair runs 17–24 November

2026 (Rajasthan Tourism)

G I V E  I T

1 – 2 days
more during the fair, if you can find a

bed

G E T T I N G  I N

Via Ajmer
Ajmer 14 km, then 30 min over the

Nag Pahar pass; Pushkar's own

terminus is thin

I N D I A  U N F O L D E D  ·  T H E  P U S H K A R  G U I D E



01 The Story, in Four Acts

I THE LOTUS

The legend: Brahma, the creator, let a lotus fall to earth; springs rose where the

petals landed, and at the largest he chose to perform his great yagna. The

geography: a rain-fed lake in a bowl of the Aravallis, precious beyond measure in

this dry country. In Pushkar the two explanations have never needed to argue.

II THE 52 DOORS

Around the water, centuries of kings and noble houses built bathing ghats — 52 of

them, many with a named patron and a story, Rajput crests fading on the gateways.

To bathe here on the right day is held to wash lifetimes; to fund a ghat was to buy a

family's standing on the lake forever.

III THE FAIR

Each Kartik Purnima the pilgrimage swells into the Camel Fair — part livestock

market, part festival, part carnival, and for most of the last century one of the

largest camel gatherings anywhere. Traders race and adorn their animals, pilgrims

fill the ghats, and for about a week this small town holds more life than cities fifty

times its size. The camels are the part that has changed: see the note below.
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T H E  L A K E  &  B R A H M A  T E M P L E  ·  L O O K  C L O S E R ™

Stand here. Look for this.
Five things almost everyone walks straight past — where to stand, and what

you're actually seeing.

1 The crests on the gateways

Look for names and arms on the gateways: many of these ghats were royal

endowments, and the ones that still show it read like a map of old Rajputana.

2 The order of operations

Watch what pilgrims do: the lake first, the temple second. The water outranks the

god — that ordering IS the theology of a tirtha.

3 The far rim

Cross to the lake's quiet half: herons, chanting from a distance, no commerce. The

sacred lake as it sounds without visitors.

4 The southern tower

Rangji temple's gopuram — a South Indian temple tower rising over a Rajasthani

bazaar. Pilgrimage towns collect all of India.

5 The evening handover

At aarti, watch the flames circle and pass toward the water — the day formally

handed to the lake, every single evening.

O n e  m o r e  t h i n g

Climb Savitri's hill for dawn, walk the ghat circuit before 8am, and give the

evening to aarti — stand back, stand quiet. And when someone presses a

flower into your hand and steers you toward a 'blessing': a polite, smiling

'nahin, dhanyavaad' is all the ritual you need.
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T H E  S H O T  L I S T ™ ·  S H O T S  0 1 – 0 6

01 A R R I VA L

The sunrise bowl
The Savitri Mata hill path · Sunrise to an hour after · 1× · landscape · 1×

Family → lake bowl → hills

02 T H E  G H AT S

The ghats' curve
A quiet ghat on the eastern rim · Morning · 1× · landscape · 1×

Family on the steps; the ghat crescent receding

03 T H E  T E M P L E

The red spire
The Brahma temple approach lane from the market end · Mid-morning · 1× · portrait · 1×

Lane → family walking → red spire

04 T H E  S U R P R I S E

The southern skyline
Rangji Temple's gopuram · Late morning · 1× · portrait · 1×

Gopuram edge to edge; family small below

05 T H E  B A Z A A R

The bead curtains
The main bazaar's bead and jewellery stalls · Afternoon, in shade · 1× · portrait · 1×

Beads edge to edge; a small face among them

06 T H E  TA B L E

The malpua flip
The malpua pans at the market end of the bazaar · Late afternoon into the evening frying · 1×

· landscape · 1× close

Pan, hands, watching child
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