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JAISALMER
The Golden City

N o .  0 4  —  R A J A S T H A N  C O L L E C T I O N  ·  3 2  PA G E S



I N  6 0  S E C O N D S

A fort has stood on Trikuta hill since 1156,
when Rawal Jaisal raised a mud one — and
thousands of people still live inside the stone
that replaced it, hanging laundry on
seventeenth-century bastions.
Jaisalmer is the deep desert done in gold: a living fort, merchant palaces

carved like lace, and the Thar beginning at the edge of town. It is the farthest

of Rajasthan's great cities and the most atmospheric overnight — because the

real event here is a night among the dunes. Come October to February;

summer is not a dare worth taking.

F O U N D E D

1156
by Rawal Jaisal of the Bhati Rajputs

B E S T  T I M E

Oct – Feb
the Desert Festival is lunar-dated —

late Jan or Feb; confirm

G I V E  I T

2 days
plus the essential night in the dunes

G E T T I N G  I N

Rail / JSA
overnight trains from Jaipur &

Jodhpur; Delhi flights, check

schedules
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01 The Story, in Five Acts

I THE HILL · 1156

Rawal Jaisal of the Bhatis raised his fort on Trikuta, a three-peaked ridge above the

caravan tracks — the story goes, on the advice of a hermit who cited an ancient

prophecy. Whatever the prophecy said, the geography was the real oracle:

whoever held this hill taxed everything that crossed the desert.

II THE TOLL ROAD

For centuries the camel trains between Central Asia, Sindh and the sea paid

Jaisalmer's tolls — silk, opium, indigo, dates. The Bhatis began as raiders of

caravans and matured into their bankers; the golden stone of every wall in town

was paid for by other people's cargo.

III THE HALF SAKA

Jaisalmer's history is scarred by siege and jauhar — the fort's tellings count 'two

and a half sakas', the half for the time the city fell too fast for the full rite. Alauddin

Khalji's long siege around the turn of the 14th century is the most storied; dates

blur in the retelling, and the fort has stopped apologizing for it.
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J A I S A L M E R  F O R T  ·  L O O K  C L O S E R ™

Stand here. Look for this.
Five things almost everyone walks straight past — where to stand, and what

you're actually seeing.

1 The carved ceilings

In the Jain temples (08:00 – 12:00, no leather), stop walking and look straight up —

the sandstone is cut to a fineness that seems impossible in stone this hard.

2 The stone spheres

On the ramparts, look for the rounded stones stacked by the bastions — medieval

ammunition, positioned to roll onto attackers, never used up.

3 The paper-thin balconies

In the palace square, study the jharokhas — stone carved until it behaves like lace,

each merchant and ruler outdoing the last.

4 The gate's switchbacks

Walking up, count the sharp turns between gates — each one designed to break

the momentum of a charging army, or an elephant.

5 The honest cracks

Near the lower walls, look for subsidence scars. The sinking fort is not a metaphor

— and it's why the wise sleep below the walls.

O n e  m o r e  t h i n g

Walk the fort at 7am, before commerce wakes. For one hour it belongs

entirely to the people who live there — and, quietly, to you.

I N D I A  U N F O L D E D  ·  T H E  J A I S A L M E R  G U I D E



T H E  S H O T  L I S T ™ ·  S H O T S  0 1 – 0 6

01 A R R I VA L

The fort from the lake
Gadisar Lake · Sunrise to an hour after · 1× · landscape · 1×

Water → city → fort on the ridge; family at the edge

02 T H E  H O N E Y  WA L L S

Below the bastions
The road below the eastern bastions · First hour after sunrise · 1× · landscape · 0.5×

Wall fills two-thirds; family small

03 T H E  G AT E WAY

Up through the gates
The fort's entrance ramp · Mid-morning, arch in shade · 1× · portrait · 1×

Arch as frame; family walking up into the light

04 T H E  L I V I N G  F O R T

The living lane
The residential lanes beyond the palace square · Morning, in shade · 1× · portrait · 1×

Lane to a vanishing point; carved balconies; one small figure

05 T H E  T E M P L E S

The Jain temples' carving
The Jain temples inside the fort · Morning, when open to visitors · 1× · portrait · 1×

Pillars edge to edge; small figure beneath

06 T H E  V I E W

The golden city from the walls
The fort's cannon point / rampart walk · Late morning or the last hour before the fort empties

· 1× · landscape · 1×

Family at the wall → golden rooftops → desert
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