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BIKANER
The Desert Gateway

N o .  0 6  —  R A J A S T H A N  C O L L E C T I O N  ·  3 2  PA G E S



I N  6 0  S E C O N D S

A younger son rode out of Jodhpur to build his
own kingdom in 1488 — and his city became
the desert's quiet overachiever: an
unconquered fort, a snack empire, and a
maharaja at the Versailles table.
Bikaner is the Rajasthan city tourism forgot to crowd: havelis of carved red

sandstone, a fort that never fell and never needed a hill, camel country in

every direction, and — thirty minutes south — the temple every visitor has

questions about. Come October to March, give it a day or two, and arrive

hungry: this is the town whose namkeen conquered the country.

F O U N D E D

1488
by Rao Bika, a restless son of

Jodhpur's Rao Jodha

B E S T  T I M E

Oct – Mar
the Camel Festival is usually January

— confirm the dates

G I V E  I T

1 – 2 days
including the Deshnoke question,

below

G E T T I N G  I N

Rail / BKB
trains from Jaipur, Jodhpur & Delhi;

small airport

I N D I A  U N F O L D E D  ·  T H E  B I K A N E R  G U I D E



01 The Story, in Five Acts

I THE YOUNGER SON · 1488

Rao Bika was Rao Jodha's son with no throne coming — and, the story goes, a

court taunt about idle princes stung him into leaving Jodhpur with a small band to

carve a kingdom from the northern scrub they called Jangladesh. By 1488 he had

his own city with his own name on it. Sibling rivalry, in this family, founded cities.

II THE FORT THAT NEVER FELL

Junagarh, begun in 1589 under Raja Rai Singh, breaks the Rajasthan rules: it sits on

the plain, no hill, no cliffs — and it was never taken. Bikaner's real ramparts were

diplomatic: its rulers commanded armies for the Mughals and later befriended the

British, and the fort's unbroken record owes as much to statecraft as stone.

III THE CAMEL CORPS

Maharaja Ganga Singh (r. 1888–1943) was the desert's great modernizer — famine

relief, railways, and the canal that brought a river's water to the scrub. His Bikaner

Camel Corps served in Egypt in the First World War, and Ganga Singh signed the

Treaty of Versailles as the only Indian among its signatories — a desert king at the

table that redrew the world.
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J U N A G A R H  ·  L O O K  C L O S E R ™

Stand here. Look for this.
Five things almost everyone walks straight past — where to stand, and what

you're actually seeing.

1 The handprints at Daulat Pol

Forty-one small sati handprints in red on the Daulat Pol wall — not Suraj Pol, which

is the gate everyone photographs. Bikaner keeps its darkest chapter in plain sight;

the guides speak of it honestly if you ask.

2 The cloud room

Badal Mahal — walls painted with monsoon clouds and lightning. In a desert

kingdom, RAIN was the luxury worth painting.

3 The gold ceilings

Anup Mahal — kneel low and look up; the gold-leafed ceiling is the unconquered

fort's confidence spent on glory instead of gun-slits.

4 The biplane

A WWI aircraft parked inside a Rajput fort — Britain's thank-you for the Bikaner

Camel Corps. No other fort tells this chapter.

5 The missing hill

Step back outside and notice what isn't there: no hill, no cliff. The moat and the city

are the defences — the real ramparts were treaties.

O n e  m o r e  t h i n g

Arrive at opening, before the tour groups reach the gold ceilings — and walk

the ten minutes into the Rampuria haveli lanes afterwards, where the money

that built all this still stands in red sandstone.
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T H E  S H O T  L I S T ™ ·  S H O T S  0 1 – 0 6

01 A R R I VA L

The fort on the plain
The road outside Junagarh's walls · First hour after sunrise · 1× · landscape · 0.5×

Walls fill two-thirds; family small

02 T H E  M E R C H A N T  L A N E S

The Rampuria havelis
The Rampuria haveli cluster in the old city's merchant lanes · Mid-morning, in shade · 1× ·

portrait · 1×

Facades edge to edge; family small

03 T H E  G AT E WAY

Through Suraj Pol
Suraj Pol · Mid-morning · 1× · portrait · 1×

Arch as frame; family walking into the light

04 I N S I D E  J U N AG A R H

The gold room
Anup Mahal · Any open hour (10:00–16:30) · 1× · portrait · 1×

Gold edge to edge; small figure

05 T H E  S T R A N G E S T  R O O M

The biplane
The biplane hall on Junagarh's circuit · Any open hour · 1× · landscape · 1× or 0.5×

Whole aircraft; family at the wing

06 T H E  B A L C O N Y

The carved balcony
Any Rampuria-quarter haveli balcony — pick the deepest carving · Morning or late afternoon,

in shade · 1× · portrait · 1× or 2×

Balcony edge to edge; small face below
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